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It is never too late to be what you might have been ~ George Eliot
By Parley E. Acker

We are all born, grow, age, love and die.  Seasons come and go, the years fly by and we wonder why we lived and what we lived for.   Family, friends and faith top our lists of what is important to us while our chosen vocation often defines our perceived “place” in the world.  When I ask people what they want in their lives they most often say, “To be successful and happy”.  But the reality is that we often achieve success at the expense of happiness.  We work day after day at jobs we hate, like martyrs, because we have mortgages to pay, tuition to save for and math tutors to hire.  Sometimes those jobs create an imbalance in other areas of our lives because we have nothing left to give after our daily grind -- like spending quality time with our families or pursuing hobbies we enjoy.  Working in a job you hate will bring you stress and imbalance; working in a career you hate will shorten your life.
As you read this article, put your hand over your heart – can you feel it beating?  The one thing that is certain is that your heart will stop beating someday.  Will you have had a fulfilling life?  What will your legacy be?  Will you be able to say that you pursued endeavors and experiences that allowed you to shine?
We all come into this world with special talents that are as unique as our own fingerprints and those who have the opportunity to give their gifts to the world are those who will not only achieve success and happiness, but also excellence.  Those enduring poorly matched careers can hope for, at best, mediocrity and marginal fulfillment.  It seems that many folks still choose careers like their grandparents did – get a good job that is “secure” to pay the bills.  But this is not 1955 where most people worked their entire lives with one company, where “loyalty” was rewarded and where career options were much fewer.  Today, there is no such thing as a secure job but there are thousands of interesting occupations to choose from.  
You might have convinced yourself that you are locked in and will just have to stick it out for another 20 miserable years.  But I ask why?  Most pensions these days are portable with few differences between companies.  Is change easy?  Absolutely not!  Can it be done?  It is done everyday.  Some of you are already in the right career but your current job or organization may not be a good fit.  This is an easier challenge to address than switching careers.  A complete career and/or life change requires thoughtful self evaluation, an understanding of realistic options that fit the real you, and a well-thought out plan to work toward that desirable path.  Go it alone types can find a fair amount of advice online and in book stores that can help you make the transition.  Another option is partnering with a career professional who can evaluate your talents, interests and values, match those to the day-to-day work of specific careers, and work with you to implement a plan to make the transition.
There are scores of people beginning new careers at mid-life or even after retirement.  In fact, the Dallas Business Journal recently published an article that stated that the current burst in entrepreneurial activity is not led by 20-somethings, but baby boomers and would be retirees in their 40's, 50's, 60's and even 70's.  Starting a business is an excellent possibility but entrepreneurship is not for everyone – many people are just better suited to working within an organization.  Some careers are easier to break into than others.  For example, jobs that place a primary emphasis on the training/education required (vs. extensive experience), are easier to transition to (e.g., teacher, professor, financial planner, realtor, counselor, etc.).  You can also transition to a different career by applying your soft skills (e.g., problem solving, persuasiveness) and experience to another vocation – like using your experience as a banker and interpersonal skills to recruit talented bankers for other companies.
Dale Carnegie has said, “Success is getting what you want, happiness is wanting what you get”.  Here’s wishing you success and happiness, the permission to dream big, and the courage to realize the life you desire.
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